
CC MAINSTREAMING: 
SPC EXPERIENCE



Overarching principle?

Parties acknowledge that adaptation 
action should …with a view to 
integrating adaptation into relevant 
socioeconomic and environmental 
policies and actions, where 
appropriate. 
Article 5 Paris Agreement

Enhanced capacity at international, 
regional, national, sectoral and local 
levels to further identify and understand 
impacts, vulnerability, and adaptation 
responses,
Nairobi Work Programme

“The distinguishing aspect of mainstreaming is that it modifies how development occurs” 
UNDP on UNFCCC website

The informed inclusion of relevant environmental concerns into the decisions of institutions that 
drive national, local and sectoral development policy, rules, plans, investment and action.” 
From Dalal-Clayton and Bass (2009) 



Legal frameworks?
UNFCC national communication include Approaches for 
mainstreaming CC into National/Development Planning 

Objective of NAP process “To facilitate 
the integration of climate change 
adaptation, in a coherent manner, into 
relevant new and existing policies, 
programmes and activities, in particular 
development planning processes and 
strategies, within all relevant sectors and 
at different levels, as appropriate. 

Ref: Decision 5/CP.17, paragraph 1 



Key tools?
- Strategic Env Assessments

- Guidelines

- Climate risks screening of projects

- Community-Based Risk screening tool –
adaptation and livelihood (CRISTAL)



Incentives?

Climate Action in Financial Institutions Initiative 
38 institutions and 5 principles endorsed to 
mainstreaming CC consideration throughout 
their activity:
COMMIT to climate strategies
MANAGE climate risks
PROMOTE climate smart objectives
IMPROVE climate performance
ACCOUNT for your climate action

IFC's Environmental and Social 
Performance Standards define IFC 
clients' responsibilities for managing their 
environmental and social risks. Not very 
explicit … but there
“A number of cross-cutting topics such as 
climate change, gender, human rights, and 
water, are addressed across multiple 
Performance Standards. 

https://www.mainstreamingclimate.org/institutions/
https://www.mainstreamingclimate.org/5-principes/principe-1/
https://www.mainstreamingclimate.org/5-principes/principe-2/
https://www.mainstreamingclimate.org/5-principes/principe-3/
https://www.mainstreamingclimate.org/5-principes/principe-4/
https://www.mainstreamingclimate.org/5-principes/principe-5/


Incentives? SPC

• Accountability

• Countries’ requests (National Communications, SDG, maximizing outcomes of action)

• Donors’ requirements

• Climate Finance

Pour la seule année 2016, l’AFD a 
engagé 3,6 milliards d’euros de 
financements « climat », c’est-à-dire 
sur des projets ayant des co-bénéfices 
en matière de lutte contre le 
dérèglement climatique. C’est plus de 
la moitié (52 %) du total de l’activité 
dans les pays étrangers. 

“We have already adopted our internal procedures so that we can be sure 
that all the projects we finance are consistent with low-carbon and resilient 
long-term development.” AFD CEO Rémy Rioux

The new [project] will …..ensure it informs climate adaptation and 
mitigation mainstreaming into all of Australia’s aid program 
investments in the Pacific…. DFAT APCCAP project

Obj 5: Improve multi-
sectoral responses to 
climate change and 
disasters



SPC: How do we do it?
• Experience of gender and social mainstreaming

• CCES + entry points in divisions

• SER policy + implementation

₋ Provide easy-to-use risk-screening tools / For high-risk cases, apply 
appropriate risk management methodologies

₋ Build a climate risk knowledge base

₋ Pilot projects

• Focus on “whole of organisation” approach including planning (Programming 
unit), budgeting (finance) and M&E (SPL) to promote integration
₋ Applying a « Climate lens » to SPC policy (procurement, travel, etc.)

• Technical capacities for iterative climate considerations in planning and 
budget required 



SPC: illustration 

• Sector specific overview

• Climate Smart Agriculture : a dedicated programme within LRD

• Development of GCF projects

• Specific activities in projects, eg.
• Organic agricutlure in NC

• Use of conservation farming techniques

• Agroforestry promoted iwth intercropping to reduce vulnerabilities to disasters and improve
productivity

• Center of Excellence with CePaCT
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